
Honor Park staff through Gratitude Greeting program

Pulitzer Prize-winner to speak at Park

New York Times columnist and three-
time Pulitzer Prize-winner Tom Friedman 
will return to his hometown to speak at an 
event benefitting the SLPPSF. 

Friedman will speak on “Writing for the 
New York Times but Always Looking for 
Minnesota.” 

In his visit to St. Louis Park High School 
Jan. 8, Friedman spoke to a group of nearly 
20 students about their experiences in the St. 
Louis Park community, which he said signifi-
cantly changed his view of the world. 

Friedman graduated from St. Louis Park 
High School in 1971, and says he never 
needed to take another journalism class 
since, thanks to what he learned from his 

high school journalism teacher and school 
newspaper adviser, the late Hattie Steinberg. 

“Hattie was the legendary journalism 
teacher at St. Louis Park High School, Room 
313,” Friedman said in a New York Times 
article written shortly after Steinberg passed 
away. “I took her Intro to Journalism course 
in 10th grade, back in 1969, and have never 
needed, or taken, another course in journal-
ism since. She was that good.”

Mim Kagol, Friedman’s senior English 
teacher at Park, said Friedman’s upcoming 
visit shows his dedication to remaining in 
touch with the St. Louis Park community.

“Tom has stayed deeply connected to the 
community and schools that nurtured him. 
Whenever we would have a chance to talk, 
he would always ask, ‘So what’s happen-
ing in the Park? Tell me everything,’” Kagol 
said. 

The event takes place at 10 a.m. May 21 
at St. Louis Park Senior High School. 

Those interested in attending can visit 
slppsf.org to purchase tickets. Questions 
may be directed to Mim Kagol at kagolm@
aol.com.

By Jonah Kupritz

Distinguished alumnus visit 
to benefit school community, 
Foundation
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To: Mrs.  Smith  

We just wanted to send our gratitude for all of the wonderful experiences 
you are providing for Alison this year.  She loves going to school and is 
learning so much because of your skills as an educator.  Thank you for 
all of your hard work and dedication. 

Alison and Family 

From: Susan  Johnson  (Alison  Johnson  Kindergarten)  

Thank You! 
Your donation is funding grants for our schools.

You can send a Gratitude Greeting any time!  Greetings are delivered to the staff 
member within a week after the submission.

Enter the name, school, and a personal thank-you message for each person you wish 
to honor. You may honor as many staff members as you wish with a single donation.

Each staff member honored receives a Gratitude Greeting cards personalized with 
your message. Cards are hand-delivered to teachers’ mailboxes at school.

New this year!  A tear-off portion of the Gratitude Greeting card makes it easy for the 
staff member to write a quick thank-you and present it to the student.

Almost $55,000 in grants was awarded this year, thanks in part to the Gratitude Greetings program.

Alumnus visits: During Tom Friedman’s 
visit to St. Louis Park Jan. 8, he spent 
many hours with various student groups 
and administrators discussing inclusivity 
in the community. Friedman will return to 
Park May 21 to benefit the SLPPSF.

Photo  Heather Westwood

INSIDE:
2015-16 Grants on Parade

Message from Board Chair 
Peter Levy
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The basics:



The SLPPSF wants to thank Joan Brinkman and 
Tracy Vig, who are leaving the board, for their years 
of expertise, commitment and service on behalf of 
the students and teachers of our public schools. 

2015-16 grants in action help kids achieve
Whisper 
phones: 
Elementary 
school stu-
dents at Aq-
uila School 
use whisper 
phones, 
provided by 
an SLPPSF 
grant. The 
phones give 
students a 
new way to 
hear them-
selves read 
while they 
learn, which 
optimizes 
time. Engineering: High school students take notes from their textbooks 

using computers provided by an SLPPSF grant. The Foundation 
awarded $10,000 to high school science teacher Mark Miller to 
start an engineering program. Miller said the computers are essen-
tial for his students, who can now have two screens open at once.

Grant Application 
Instructions:

1. Go online to the website at 
http://www.slppsf.org and 
click on “For Teachers.” 

2. Follow the link to “Apply for 
a grant” and download the 
grant application.

3. Once completed, send the 
grant application to grants@
slppsf.org.

4. Applications are due by April 
30, 2015.

5. For more information, 
contact Dr. Lorraine Boyle at 
952-926-9658.

Classroom library: Students from Aquila School browse through 
books they received from the classroom library SLPPSF grant. It 
provides students with books representing various cultures and 
backgrounds, which helps them see themselves in the books 
they read. The grant, totaling $4,500, was given to kindergarten 
through second grade classrooms. Elementary school teacher 
Olivia Tolzin said she finds the books have also encouraged a love 
of reading in her students. 



Go online to the website at www.slppsf.org and click 
“Donate Now,” or send your check to St. Louis Park 
Public Schools Foundation, P.O. Box 16367, St. Louis 
Park, MN 55416. 

Build bridges: Middle school students perform for a senior citizen 
audience through the Harmony Bridge grant. The $3,000 grant pro-
vides music books for the students to learn from and then perform the 
pieces at nursing homes and assisted living facilities in St. Louis Park.

Bring it home: The Peter Hobart Bring It Home grant 
helps parents who speak Somali or Spanish as their 
first language to connect with their children. It pro-
vides interpreters as well as books and snacks for the 
students. Elementary school teacher Nancy Soucier 
said the program strengthens relationships between 
teachers and parents.

Acrylic paint: Students at the middle school pose during 
their painting and illustration class, displaying their new 
materials. An SLPPSF grant, totaling $1,900, provided 
middle school art classrooms with canvases, new detail 
paintbrushes, smocks and acrylic paint. Middle school art 
teacher Sara Sonnabend said this will be the students’ first 
time painting on canvas; typically they used only regular 
paper. According to Sonnabend, regular paper disintegrates 
after multiple layers of paint and water are applied. She also 
said the students have a large spring project involving the 
new canvases that will be featured in the fall 2016 SLPPSF 
newsletter.

It is truly magical 
to see our older 
generation 
come alive by 
hearing the 
music of their 
youth performed 
by students.

“

Steve Schmitz, high school 
band teacher

We are one: So-
mos Uno serves 
families at Park 
Spanish Immer-
sion school by 
providing assis-
tance to parents 
whose first lan-
guage is Span-
ish. The program 
helps teachers 
enable parents to 
provide math and 
reading help to 
their children.  At 
parent confer-
ences this fall, 
attendance was 
100 percent. 



New directions in leadership to support kids

SLPPSF 
Newsletter

Staff:
Hannah Bernstein
Genesis Buckhalton
Jackson Eilers
Daniella Etzion
Sydney Hall
Jamie Halper
Jonah Kupritz
Sam Orloff

Adviser:
Joan Brinkman

Copy Editor:
Mim Kagol

Special thanks to Lori 
Keekley for allowing 
staff to use resources 
and to board 
members contacted 
for information.

Published 
biannually by 
St. Louis Park 
High journalism 
students 

•	 Peter Levy, President,
pblevy@gmail.com

•	 Bob Hendrickson, Treasurer
rhhendrickson@hotmail.com

•	 Mim Kagol, Secretary
kagolm@aol.com

•	 Curt Rahman, Fall event Coordinator
curtrahman@gmail.com

•	 Lorraine Boyle, Grants Director
lboyle5@comcast.com

•	 Melissa Worthington, Email Marketing
mw@worthington.com

Foundation staff and contact information
•	 John Huber, Fundraiser

huber_family@me.com
•	 Bruce Richardson, School Board Representative

brichardson@mnrubber.com
•	 Jerry Timian, Planned Giving

jerry.timian@mnpartners.com
•	 Jake Spano, Marketing

coldsplice@gmail.com
•	 Sara Thompson, District Communications Manager

thompson.sara@slpschools.org
•	 Mary Bloomgren, Gratitude Greetings

bloomgren.mary@att.net

This past year, the St. Louis Park Public Schools 
Foundation (SLPPSF) and the St. Louis Park Com-

munity Foundation merged to become one organiza-
tion supporting kids in our community. 

The SLPPSF is now the umbrella organization for 
this effort, and the Community Foundation has been 
restructured and renamed as the Community & Youth 
Development Fund, operating within the SLPPSF. 
While both organizations support children in St. Louis 
Park, the way they do this varies slightly.

The SLPPSF provides resources for reading, the 
arts, math and science, and transitional programs in St. 
Louis Park’s public schools through donor contribu-
tions, which become grants awarded annually to teach-
ers and staff to enhance student learning in these areas. 
This year, the SLPPSF has pledged almost $55,000 in 
grants directly serving students — more than in any 
previous year. 

This money does not fund core functions of our 
public schools, like payrolls or capital projects, but 
rather focuses on providing funding to teachers for 
projects during the academic or school day that they 
believe will leverage the core functions and help stu-
dents excel. Since its first grants in 2004, the SLPPSF 
has awarded over $435,000 in grants to enhance learn-
ing in our schools.

The Community & Youth Development Fund 
(CYDF) focuses its support of students by helping to 
create strong, livable neighborhoods through fund-
ing youth-directed activities outside of the school day. 
In November 2015, the CYDF awarded $50,000 in 

grants to Children First, the Meadowbrook Collabora-
tive, the St. Louis Park Emergency Program (STEP) 
and a number of other programs. Since 2002, the 
CYDF has awarded over $350,000 in grants to organi-
zations supporting kids in our community.

Both organizations came to see last year that, while 
our strategies may have been different, our missions 
were the same: raising money to fund initiatives in our 
community that help our youth be the best they can 
be. The result of this merging of forces and resources 
is that the new SLPPSF is stronger than ever: it has 
welcomed two board members from the former Com-
munity Foundation onto its board, and they now have 
a combined history of over $785,000 in contributions 
to programs helping our kids.

The SLPPSF  is run by a volunteer board of direc-
tors, consisting of community members who contrib-
ute their time, expertise and passion for this commu-
nity toward specific campaigns, programs, and special 
events. 

With the merger complete, the SLPPSF is seeking 
new members in a variety of areas to execute on-going 
campaigns, programs, and special events as well as to 
plan for the future. If you are interested in learning 
more about joining the Foundation or how to donate, 
contact Jerry Timian at 612-280-4451 or jerry.timian@
mnpartners.org.

We are deeply grateful for this community’s support 
for its kids, and we look forward to its ongoing com-
mitment to its youth and to an exciting, productive 
future with the SLPPSF’s new structure.

The SLPPSF wants to thank Bob Erickson for supporting 
the Foundation at his event Nov. 5. Attendees listened to 
Erickson read from his new book, “Minnesota Splash,” 
about high school swimming and diving over the years.

By Peter Levy, St. Louis Park Public Schools Foundation Board Chair


